
 
WINE RECOMMENDATION  

Joie Wines 

2006 Rosé  

(Okanagan Valley) 

 

 

The winery’s subtext on the label exhorts: “Re-Think Pink.” That 

is something already happening within the British Columbia wine 

industry where at least two dozen rosé wines have been, or soon 

will be, released from the superb 2006 vintage. The volumes – 

Joie alone made 896 cases and 200 magnums – suggest that the 

demand for rosé is quite robust.  

 

In fact, Joie had something to do with accelerating the rosé revival with its toothsome first rosé two vintages 

earlier. “We believe in using the best possible grapes rather than those that were not good enough for the red 

wine, as is done in many cases the world over,” Joie owners Michael Dinn and Heidi Noble say. They eschew 

bleeding juice from freshly crushed red grapes, preferring instead to let the juice soak on the skins a bit to pick 

up colour and flavour before being pressed.  

 

Pinot Noir and Gamay, they explain, are Burgundian cousins that support each other well. The Pinot Gris was 

added to enliven the acidity and contribute a citrus note. There is five grams of residual sugar, enough to give 

the wine flesh without significant sweetness.  

 

This wine has a beautiful dark rose petal hue and aromas of cranberries and cherries. On the palate there is a 

marvellous explosion of fruit flavours – cherries, raspberries, strawberries. The acidity gives the wine a 

crispness on the finish, which lingers. A superior rosé. 90 points. 

Reviewed June 18, 2007 by John Schreiner.  

THE WINE  

Winery: Joie Wines 

Vintage: 2006 

Wine: Rosé 

Appellation: Okanagan Valley 

Grapes: Pinot Noir (47%), Gamay Noir (43%), 

Pinot Gris / Grigio (10%) 

Price: $18.90  

 

THE REVIEWER  

John Schreiner 

John Schreiner has been covering the 

wines of British Columbia for the past 

30 years and has written 10 books on 

the wines of Canada and BC. He has 

judged at major competitions and is 

currently a panel member for the 

Lieutenant Governor’s Awards of 

Excellence in Wine. Both as a judge and as a wine critic, he 

approaches each wine not to find fault, but to find 

excellence. That he now finds the latter more often than 

the former testifies to the dramatic improvement shown by 

BC winemaking in the past decade. 
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